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Frederick:  
Cantata on the Life of Frederick Douglass 
April 25 at 8 pm – Mechanics Hall

THE WORCESTER CHORUS
Chris Shepard, Director

Inset: Imo Imeh’s portrait of Frederick Douglass  

at Mechanics Hall

The Worcester Chorus  

Women’s Ensemble  

& Cantilena 

Mark Mummert, Conductor

May 8 at 8 pm  

Trinity Lutheran Church 

May 9 at 8 pm  

First Parish of Arlington

A world premiere

The Worcester Chorus Women’s Ensemble joins 

Cantilena, a Greater Boston-based women’s 

chorus, in a program featuring Reena Esmail’s  

I Rise: Women in Song.
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Emmanuel Music: Bach Solo Cantatas February 21,  

Curtis Hall at Assumption University 

Aaron Diehl Trio February 27, Prior Performing Arts Center

Refugee Orchestra Project March 1, Mechanics Hall

Nelson Goerner: Chopin, Liszt, Schumann, Albéniz March 5,  

Curtis Hall at Assumption University

SEASON SPOTLIGHT

Catherine Russell & Sean Mason Jazz Duo March 26, BrickBox 

at JMAC

Jordi Savall & Hespèrion XXI: A World of Emotions April 11, 

Mechanics Hall

Alexandre Kantorow: Piano Recital April 17, Mechanics Hall

Frederick: Cantata on the Life of Frederick Douglass April 25,  

Mechanics Hall. World Premiere.

The Worcester Chorus Women’s Ensemble & Cantilena May 8,  

Trinity Lutheran Church

Dance Theatre of Harlem May 9, The Hanover Theatre

Bach’s Birthday Bash 2026 

Mechanics Hall

• The Sebastians: Brandenburg Concertos March 20

• Keyboards Up Close March 21

• Worcester Chamber Music Society: The Musical O�ering March 21

• Cantatathon 2026 March 22

Alexandre 

Kantorow
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Reena Esmail, composer of I Rise: Women in Song, 

Worcester Chorus Women’s Ensemble & Cantilena 

concert, May 8.

Dance Theatre of Harlem 

The return of the Dance Theatre of Harlem (DTH) closes Music Worcester’s 2025–2026 

Season in a co-presentation with The Hanover Theatre & Conservatory. A singular 

presence in the ballet world, the New York-based ensemble tours nationally and 

internationally, presenting a powerful vision for ballet in the 21st century.

This performance marks the third co-presentation of the season. Other partners have 

included the Prior Center for Performing Arts (American Patchwork Quartet) and 

Crocodile River Music (Ladysmith Black Mambazo). 

Join us on May 9 at the Hanover Theatre for this imaginative performance featuring 

choreography by George Balanchine, Jodie Gates and DTH Artistic Director Robert 

Garland, and music by Donzetti, Dvořák, James Brown, Aretha Franklin, and others.

THE 2025–2026 SEASON
Winter/Spring

Reena Esmail
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Nelson Goerner
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Music makes 
the heart 
beat stronger.

Banking

LifeDesign
®

At Fidelity Bank, it is part of our long-term 

mission to help improve the quality of life in 

our communiƟes. Our contribuƟons to the 
communiƟes we live and work in are something 
we take very seriously.

We are proud to know that through supporƟng 
Music Worcester we are helping to create a 
stronger foundaƟon for all of us. 

Thank you Music Worcester for all you do. 

800.581.5363 | fidelitybankonline.com 
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CORPORATORS

Barbara Trayers Athy 

Osman Bilsel

Karmen Bogdesic

Eric Brose

Bruce Bursten

Gabriel Cain

Kirk A. Carter, Esq

James Decker

Mary Fletcher

Minjin Fromm

Aldo Garcia Guevara

Alvin Gomez

Ivan R. Green, MD

Susan Henry

William D. Ho�man, MD

Emily G. Holdstein

Bonnie Johnson

Kallin Johnson

Polly Kimmitt

Angela Knapton

Barbara C. Kohin

Alice Lambert

Catherine H. Levine

Je�rey Levine

Meredith Lord

Ingrid J. Mach

Samantha McDonald

Janice McLean

Cecilio Orta

Martha Pappas, EdD

Serge Paul-Emile, PhD

Cynthia Pitcher

Margaret Pottle

Kenneth Prince

Zelda Schwartz

Mark Seeley

Eric Brose, President Gabriel Cain, Treasurer Margaret Pottle, Clerk

Osman Bilsel

Bruce Bursten

James Decker

Daniel Dougherty*

Aldo Garcia Guevara

Alvin Gomez

William D. Ho�man, MD

Emily G. Holdstein

Bonnie Johnson

Polly Kimmitt*

Je�rey Levine

Kenneth Prince

Anthony Smith

Bob Sorrenti

Virginia M. Vaughan, PhD

Karen-Louise Walker, ThD

Margaret Wong

2025–2026 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

*Representative of The Worcester Chorus

Adrien C. Finlay, Executive Director, Music Worcester, Ex O�cio

Endowed by The McDonough Charitable Foundation

ARTISTIC & ADMINISTRATIVE PERSONNEL

Kate Brandt, Marketing & Communications Director

Gillian Dana, Marketing & Communications Manager

Adrien C. Finlay, Executive Director, endowed by the 

McDonough Charitable Foundation

Rae Johnson, Box O�ce Manager

Heather MacFarlane, Education Director

Paul Spanagel, Stage Manager

Lisa Utzig, Executive Assistant & Artistic Coordinator 

Mark Mummert, Associate Conductor & Accompanist, 

The Worcester Chorus

Chris Shepard, Artistic Director, The Worcester Chorus 

& The Ruth Susan Westheimer Artistic Director, THE 

COMPLETE BACH

BOOKKEEPING & ACCOUNTING: Non Profit Capital 

Management

PUBLIC RELATIONS: CK Communications Group

GRAPHIC DESIGN: TidePool Press

AUDITORS: Miller Wachman LLP

Angela Knapton, Vice President

Janice Seymour

Anthony Smith

Bob Sorrenti

Wakana Suzuki

George W. Tetler, III

Virginia M. Vaughan, PhD

Patricia Verderese

Karen-Louise Walker, ThD

Kristin Waters

Charles “Chick” Weiss

Margaret Wong

EMERITUS TRUSTEES

Mary Fletcher          Kirk A. Carter, Esq          Joel Popkin, MD
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Humanity 
Humanity was co-commissioned by the Refugee Orchestra 

Project (Lidiya Yankovskaya, artistic director), Music Worcester, 

and the Oregon Bach Festival. Yousu�, an Emmy-Award-

winning composer, draws inspiration from his own poetry and 

paintings that explore themes of humanity’s shortcomings. �e 

work, scored for orchestra and choir, grows from a solo piano to 

full ensemble over eight engaging minutes. Yousu� states that 

Humanity re�ects nostalgia and hope, drawing comparisons 

between how we interact with discomfort and resolution. 

CONTINUING THE MUSICAL TRADITION

MUSIC WORCESTER GENERATING NEW WORK

Once you fall in love with a work, 

you want to advocate for it and see it 

live beyond that �rst performance.

—Chris Shepard 
Artistic Director  

�e Worcester Chorus  

Frederick: Cantata on the Life of Frederick Douglass
�e premiere of Brian Story’s �nal composition will be performed 

by �e Worcester Chorus and New England Repertory Orchestra 

with soloist Malcolm J. Merriweather and conductor Cailin 

Marcel Manson. Inspired by Nkeiru Okoye’s song cycle, “Songs of 

Harriet Tubman,” Story’s work uses speeches, newspaper articles, 

and sections from the Douglass’s autobiography to portray the 

orator and abolitionist’s life story. Preparing for world premieres 

brings unique challenges—musicians work only from a written 

score as there are no prior recordings. �is process became even 

more challenging as the composer tragically passed away just days a�er �nishing 

the cantata. Story, a beloved member of �e Worcester Chorus, worked with Chris 

Shepard on components of the cantata in preparation for the premiere. Quite di�erent 

from the rest of their season—Bach and Handel—this performance provides a unique 

opportunity for �e Worcester Chorus to honor one of its members and contribute to 

the future of classical music. 

P
erforming and commissioning new works has long been a central component of Music Worcester’s programming, a practice 

it has maintained since its founding. Premiering new works began in 1858, Music Worcester’s very �rst year, with �e Burning 

Ship by Boston-area composer Benjamin Archibald Baker. �e current season includes two premieres: Humanity by Milad Yousu�, 

as part of the Refugee Orchestra Project concert on March 1, and Frederick: Cantata on the Life of Frederick Douglass by Brian Story 

on April 25.

Yousu�, a pianist, composer, conductor, poet, singer, painter 

and calligrapher from Afghanistan, currently serves as the 

Refugee Orchestra Project’s Artist-in-Residence. A former 

student of Simone Dinnerstein, he was an active part of her 

tenure as Music Worcester’s �rst Artist-in-Residence.

Above: Refugee Orchestra Project conductor, Lidiya Yankovskaya 

Left: Composer Milad Yousufi wins Emmy, 2024
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The Complete Bach

Bach101 ChatJSB Unlocking Bach
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THE SEBASTIANS PERFORM THE COMPLETE 

BRANDENBURG CONCERTOS 

THE COMPLETE BACH continues this spring with a 

monumental performance of the complete Brandenburg 

Concertos. The set was originally a gift from Bach to 

Christian Ludwig, Margrave of Brandenburg-Schwedt in 

1721. Bach was looking for a job when he sent this col-

lection of works to the Margrave. It’s likely he’d written 

most of the works earlier in his career for musicians he 

worked with closely at di�erent churches. 

Each of the six concerto grosso maintains an entirely dif-

ferent character and certain movements shine a partic-

ular spotlight on instrumentation: inclusion of a virtuosic 

harpsichord (the early keyboard concerto), solo violin, 

and string sextet and continuo. 

Because of the unique instrumentation of each 

concerto, the set is rarely performed in its entirety. 

Headlining Bach’s Birthday Bash Weekend, The 

Sebastians will perform all six works in one night for the 

first time in the group’s history. While the ensemble has 

included the concertos as staples in their repertoire for 

years, presenting them in one program is not only a nod 

to the brilliant musicians Bach wrote these works for, but 

also to the brilliant musicians performing them.

Year 2: The Complete Bach
T

he 2025–2026 season marked the start of Year 2 of THE COMPLETE 

BACH. By spring 2035, Worcester audiences will have heard every 

known work composed by J.S. Bach. Music Worcester is very likely the 

first presenter of an entirely live-performance project like this since 

Bach’s lifetime, and programming reflects how Bach heard his own music 

performed—by everyone. With professional court ensembles and orchestras, 

amateur choirs, annual regroupings like the BACHtoberfest Choir, and 

a growing roster of performers in the Worcester Bach Collective, Music 

Worcester aims to activate every type of musician.

Bach101
Learn about all things Bach. From 

the background of his life, the forms 

of music he wrote, and historical 

context, this series provides insights 

to get even more out of the repertoire 

of THE COMPLETE BACH. The 

most popular episodes are “Intro 

to Bach, terms, and genres” and 

“Chronological history of Bach.”

ChatJSB
Many performers and conductors 

appearing during THE COMPLETE 

BACH have a history with Bach that 

goes back decades. In this podcast 

series Chris Shepard interviews them 

about their relationship with Bach’s 

catalogue of works. Interviewees 

include Kevin Deas, Jeremy Denk, 

Simone Dinnerstein, and more.

Unlocking Bach
In this series, Chris Shepard 

records audio program notes 

that dive deeper into the music, 

exploring the context of the work 

on stage. 

Perform this October in the 3rd 
annual BACHtoberfest Choir!
  
Signups begin this spring at:  

musicworcester.org/festival-weekends

musicworcester.org/podcasts
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WAYS TO GIVE 
YOUR SUPPORT CAN TAKE MANY FORMS

Y
our support directly helps to grow Music Worcester’s community 

engagement through its Artist-in-Residency programs, education 

and community outreach, lifelong learning, and more. While the 

organization always accepts direct gi�s through the website’s secure 

server by credit card or by checks received through the mail, Music 

Worcester also welcomes: 

RECURRING GIFTS Set up monthly or quarterly credit card 

contributions and become a sustaining donor: create a schedule  

that works for you.

PLANNED GIVING Become part of the Legacy Society and  

name Music Worcester as a bene�ciary of an estate gi�. �is helps 

secure the performing arts for future generations.

GIFTING STOCK Gi� stock or securities to Music Worcester. 

Contact us directly to learn how.

IRA CONTRIBUTIONS (IRA CHARITABLE ROLLOVER/QCD) 

Give directly from your IRA, up to $100,000 annually, without paying 

income taxes on the contribution. �is option is reserved for those 

aged 70.5 years and up.

 › Satisfy all or part of the required minimum distribution 

 › Generate neither taxable income nor a tax deduction

 › Reduce annual income, which may decrease Social Security 

income subject to income tax and help lower Medicare 

premiums

For more information, please consult your tax or �nancial advisor.

ADVERTISE
Music Worcester’s program book is distributed free of charge to all 

attendees at all season presentations. Our annual concert season 

attracts 20,000+ people from New England and beyond. Please visit 

musicworcester.org or contact us directly for ad rates, speci�cations, 

and details for the next printing. �anks to our advertisers, our 

season culturally enriches the Worcester community!

Music Worcester acknowledges the immense 

generosity of donors who have established concert 

funds as part of the organization’s endowment. 

These named funds support select performances 

each season and enable Music Worcester to continue 

securing world-renowned artists to perform at Greater 

Worcester’s celebrated cultural venues.

SPONSOR A CONCERT

For more information about giving, contact Lisa Utzig: lisa@musicworcester.org 

For more information about advertising, contact Gillian Dana: gillian@musicworcester.org 

American Spiritual Ensemble

American Patchwork Quartet at 

Worcester Cultural Academy

Imani Winds with students at 

Auburn High School
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Orchestre National de France
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CANNOT BE SAID

—VICTOR HUGO

Music

impo�ible

BE SILENT

TO

AND ON THAT WHICH IT IS

EXPRESSES THAT WHICH 

MUSIC WORCESTER 

We are proud to support  

Improving the quality of life in our community through culture & the arts

Worcester’s TidePool Bookshop is dedicated to providing a local, 

independent book-buying experience for all. With new and classic 

titles selected and arranged to engage, inspire, and inform, we offer 

activities and gatherings, including book talks and lectures.

508.753.2500 • 372 CHANDLER STREET, WORCESTER 

TIDEPOOLBOOKSHOP.COM

TIDEPOOL BOOKSHOP

TidePool Press publishes shorter biographies, memoirs, local histories, business 

commentaries and other works of high quality nonfiction. Our signature style 

emphasizes clean, smart, well-written, and graphically elegant titles that are 

engaging to read.

978.897.6987 • CAMBRIDGE, MA 

TIDEPOOLPRESS.COM

TIDEPOOL PRESS
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E
verett McCorvey’s tenure as Music Worcester’s new Artist-

in-Residence has o�cially begun! �e noted musician, 

conductor, impresario, and educator launched his 2026–2027 

residency in January with concerts at Mechanics Hall and 

Doherty Memorial High School by the American Spiritual 

Ensemble (ASE), the group he founded and directs.

Everett was introduced to the Music Worcester community 

when ASE performed here in April 2024. Executive Director 

Adrien Finlay quickly identi�ed Everett as an exciting prospect 

for the next residency and reached out to start conversations.

“Securing Dr. Everett McCorvey as Music Worcester’s next 

Artist-in-Residence has allowed me to witness some of the 

most invigorating and aspirational brainstorming concerning 

the organization’s future since becoming executive director,” 

said Finlay. “His unique position as a champion of living 

composers and expert knowledge of works by American 

composers will provide an utterly new and unique lens for 

Music Worcester to connect with its community.”

Everett already wears many hats—in addition to leading 

ASE, he also serves as the artistic director of the National 

Chorale, the Director of Opera at the University of Kentucky, 

and the inaugural Principal Guest Conductor at Opera 

Columbus—but looks forward to this project in Greater 

Worcester.

“Worcester has such a vibrant arts community,” McCorvey 

exclaimed. “I �rst noticed it when the American Spiritual 

Ensemble tour came to Worcester. And, when I attended the 

�rst BACHtoberfest weekend of concerts last fall I was truly 

impressed with the level of participation both on the stage 

EDUCATION & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

and in the audience. I’m excited to be a part of this lively musical 

community and create special memories for all.”

Audiences, students, and community members will be seeing 

much more of Everett over the course of his residency, which will 

extend through spring 2027. As his time as Artist-in-Residence 

evolves, we’re excited about the opportunity to bring new works 

into the classical music repertoire in addition to presenting iconic 

works that have shaped Black history in America. Works by Duke 

Ellington, George Gershwin, Margaret Bonds, and more make up 

some of Everett’s programming. Speci�cs for these concerts and the 

full 2026–2027 Season will be announced in May.

EVERETT MCCORVEY: 2026–2027 ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE

Above: Everett McCorvey conducting ASE, January 2026  

Below: Working with students at Doherty Memorial High School,  

January 2026.
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To learn more about the Artist-in-Residence 

program, visit musicworcester.org/residency

M
usic Worcester volunteers are an important part of our community and help provide a welcoming environment at each 

performance. We’re grateful for the support they o�er and for their commitment to making the concert experience 

enjoyable for all. 

Many volunteers have been with us for close to a decade, returning season a�er season because of the �exibility and variety of 

musical o�erings, allowing them to experience di�erent artistic opportunities throughout Worcester.

THANK YOU TO OUR DEDICATED VOLUNTEERS

Tony Beadle

Cooper Brandt

Noah Brandt

Charlene Gaca 

Lorenzo Francis

Barbara Hollister

Neil Hooper

Rick Kimball

Lee Klein

Zenya Molner

Debbie Nickerson

Phil Leavitt

Sue McCarthy

Joanne Pascarelli

Moira Rouse

Rick Rudman 

Are you curious about becoming a volunteer? 

To learn more, email Heather MacFarlane at 

heather@musicworcester.org  

I’m excited to be a part of this lively 
musical community and create special 
memories for all.

—Everett McCorvey 
Artist-in-Residence  

Music Worcester

A longtime volunteer distributes program books at 

Mechanics Hall.

Everett McCorvey greets audience members at Mechanics Hall,  

January 2026.
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SUPPORT MUSIC WORCESTER’S MUSICAL LEGACY

THANK YOU TO THE CURRENT MUSIC WORCESTER LEGACY SOCIETY MEMBERS:

Anonymous (3)

Linda Acciardo

Jane Beckwith & Joan Russo

Leslie & Susanne Blatt

Kirk & Price Carter

Sarah & Dix Davis

Anthony Smith & Andrea Erickson

Mary Fletcher

Liverlips McCracken

Gretchen & Bob Kossack

Catherine H. Levine

William & Kathleen Major

Dennis & Jane Neslusan

Carol A. Pelletier

F
or more than 17 decades, Music Worcester’s service 

to the cultural and educational landscape of Central 

Massachusetts and ability to bring extraordinary talent to 

the region has been possible through the immense generosity 

of many supporters. Planned gi�s play a critical role in 

establishing relationships with future Artists-in-Residence, 

commissioning new work, and presenting world premieres. 

By including Music Worcester in your estate plan, you will help 

strengthen Music Worcester’s long-term �nancial stability and 

inspire programming for future generations.

To learn more about including Music Worcester in your future plans, please contact Adrien Finlay: 

adrien@musicworcester.org or 508-247-1657.

It is incumbent upon us as bene�ciaries 

of this musical treasure to ensure Music 

Worcester’s future potential. 

—Kathy Rooney 
Former board member and 

founding Legacy Society member 

It is so important to perform new 

compositions because each generation 

has something new to say.

—Chris Shepard 
Artistic Director  

�e Worcester Chorus  

Joel & Zenie Popkin

Kenneth D. Prince

Kathleen Rooney

Dr. Paul & Zelda Schwartz

Robert Sorrenti

Virginia M. Vaughan, PhD

Above: Audience members at a performance by American 

Spiritual Ensemble, the launch to Everett McCorvey’s  

2026–2027 Artist-in-Residence.

Left: Simone Dinnerstein at a post-concert album signing.
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Updating your kitchen or bath?
Start at Frank Webb Home. 

AUBURN

33 Sword Street
508-757-7625

BELLINGHAM

37 South Maple Street
508-966-2252

�i�it �rank�ebb�co� to �nd a �ho�roo� near you� 
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Updating your kitchen or bath?
Start at Frank Webb Home. 

33 Sword Street
508-757-7625

37 South Maple Street
508-966-2252

�i�it �rank�ebb�co� to �nd a �ho�roo� near you� 

Matthew W. Panagiotu, DDS

Zenie & Joel Popkin

Michele Pugnaire

Gail T. Randall

The Schwartz Charitable Foundation

Carol L. Seager

Mark & Elise Seeley Fund of the Greater 

Worcester Community Foundation

Ruth Seward & Christopher Cain

Andrea Erickson & Anthony Smith

Sylvia Gafvert Stubblebine Fund of 

the Greater Worcester Community 

Foundation

Joyce & Joseph Tamer

Sheila & George Tetler

Gloria & Ned Utzig

Christina L. Wei & Daniel O’Leary

Gifts of $500+
Anonymous

Ursula and Sawkat Anwer

Auburn Elks Lodge #2118

Donald C. Bates

Norman Beisaw

Osman Bilsel & Jill Zitzewitz

Norman Bitsoli

Kate & James Brandt

Jane Antoun Cartelli

Emily S. Castner

Rita & David Chad

The Davenport Family

Nicholas DuBiago

Dr. Marianne Felice, MD

Allen W. Fletcher

Katie & Andrew Fletcher

Julie & Matt Fletcher

Laine & Justin Fletcher

Roxanne Florence

Cindy Gingrich & Richard Baker

Deborah Haraldson

Pat Hertzfeld

Barbara & Tom Hollister

Tracy & Morey Kraus

Paul LaBelle

Mary & Marc Levesque

James Little

Michael Machnowski & Jenny Loew

Pam A. Mahoney

Massachusetts Elks Association

Lisa Nicholas & Joel Wesson

Debbie Nickerson

Kathleen Olson

Drs. Serge and Barbara Paul-Emile

Marjorie Ropp

Dr. Paul & Zelda Schwartz

Wakana Suzuki

Tracie & James Decker

Helen & Paul Dexter

J. Irving England & Jane L. England 

Charitable Trust

Renee & Dennis Finlay

Cora & Larry Gordon

Susan Goyette

Mary E. Johnson

Nora Keil

Richard K. Kimball

Myles & Polly Kimmitt

Gretchen & Robert Kossack

Alice M. & Eugene R. Lambert

Catherine H. Levine

Nancy & Garry Levitsky

Anne & John Messier

Dr. Susan Moran

Linda Robbins

The Rockwell Foundation

Mr. & Mrs. Henry B. Rose

Ellen & John Savickas

Dr. Paul E. Shannon Charitable Gift Fund

Vivian Shortreed

Alice Rowan Swanson Foundation

Yasuko Tanaka

Gayle & Charles “Chick” Weiss

Phyllis & Richard Whitten

Margaret Wong

Gifts of $1,250+
Jane Beckwith & Joan Russo

Margareta Berg

Susanne & Leslie Blatt

Gabriel Cain and Anh Dao

Ronna & Jonah Cuker

Andrea & Herb Daro�

Sarah & Dix Davis

DCU for Kids

Ann Desmarais & Paul S. Kennedy

James Fournier & Michael Spooner

Minjin & Martin Fromm

Gabriele Goscz

Linda Haddad & Dr. Abraham Haddad

Margaret Blue Hamilton

The Hart Foundation

Ellen Hornig

Jeanne & Mark Hubelbank

Lynne Johnson & Joseph Myerson

Kathy & Jack Kenney

Angela Knapton

Kent Ljungquist

Ingrid Mach & Dany Pelletier

Indira & Baltej Maini

Drs. Sarah & William McGee

Daniel Miller

Ellen More & Micha Hofri

Gifts of $10,000+
Susan Henry & Robert Blair

Brose Hie Hill Foundation, Inc.

Carol Edelstein & Bruce Bursten

Kenneth & Katherine Cranson

The Ruth H. and Warren A. Ellsworth 

Foundation

Mary & Warner Fletcher

The George F. & Sybil H. Fuller Foundation

Greater Worcester Community 

Foundation

Hoche-Scofield Foundation

Emily & James Holdstein

Ottilie & Je�rey Levine

MA Cultural Council

Mildred McEvoy Foundation

Toni Meltzer and the late Dr. Glenn A. 

Meltzer

Ruth & Peter Metz Family Foundation

Jane & Dennis Neslusan

Dr. Martha R. Pappas

Marlene & David Persky

Cynthia & Stephen Pitcher

Lynda Young & Robert Sorrenti

Paul & Patti Verderese

Gifts of $5,000+
Leora Balsam & William Ho�man

Eric Brose & Jan Seymour

Jeanne Remillard Curtis Fund of the 

Greater Worcester Community 

Foundation

Dexter-Russell Inc & Hyde/Dexter-Russell 

Charitable Foundation

Drs. Noreen & Ivan Green

Joyce Brinton & Bruce Hauben, The Helen 

G. Hauben Foundation, Inc.

Jeppson Memorial Fund of the Greater 

Worcester Community Foundation

Mahroo Morgan

Carol Pelletier

Elizabeth & Alan Peppel

Kenneth Prince

Christopher Ranjitkar & Adrien Finlay

Sigel Family Foundation

Carol & Michael Sleeper

Christine Keller & Walter Talbot

UniBank

Virginia M. Vaughan

Gifts of $2,500+
Anonymous

Berkshire Bank

Bob Armstrong

Kirk & Price Carter

Tom & Patsy Cecil

Webster A. Collins

CONTRIBUTORS & SUPPORTERS

M
usic Worcester’s programs and performances could not take place each season without signi�cant philanthropic support 

from the many individuals, households, charitable foundations, and area businesses that contribute each year. �is listing 

below and on the following pages re�ects gi�s, pledges, and commitments made to Music Worcester over the course of 2025. �ese 

include annual fund contributions, concert sponsorships, gi�s to �e Worcester Chorus, donations for THE COMPLETE BACH, and 

program underwriting support. 
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Edith & Gordon Swan

Steve Taviner & Matthias Waschek

Lynne & George Tonna

Nadia & Marc Ullman

Kristin Waters

Drs. Faren Willliams & Luke Maki

Diane Wol�

Worcester-Auburn Emblem Club No. 51

Paula G. Wyble

Wyman-Gordon Foundation

Gifts of $250+
Anonymous

Linda L. Acciardo

Laurel Barraco

Stephen Bauer

Ms. Heath Drury Boote

Linda Carli & Michael Dorsey

Kim M. Ciborowski

Catherine M. Colinvaux

Deborah Corti & Robert Pleydon

Elaine Fadden and Cynthia Maybeck

Caroline Fisher

Forber/Pratt Family Charitable Fund

Drs. Raisa & William Gaines

Mr. & Mrs. Peter Gilkes

Alvin Gomez & Aidan Hennigan

Drs. Janice Hitzhusen & James Pease

Liverlips McCracken

Kallin & Linda Johnson

Bill Kadish and Marie Hobart

Barbara & Roger Kohin

Debi Lang

Heather & Taylor MacFarlane

Elizabeth F. Ryder and Peter J. Martin

Dawn McCabe & Massood Abolfazli

Samantha McDonald & Ossian Cooney

Janice McLean

Nancy Lanzarone & Dennis Fitzgerald

Charlene Nemeth

Craig & Susan Phyfe

Margaret & Stephen Pottle

Julie & Gareth Roberts

Susan Saltus

J. Robert Seder

Matthew Shwachman

Laura Smeaton

Johnetta Smith & John Downs

Becky & David Spanagel

Sam & Connie Stewart

Donna & David Talman

Ludovica & Stuart Weisberger

Gifts of $100+
Anonymous (9)

Arzroon & Janet Abrahamian

Richard & Wendy Ardizzone

Anthony and Barbara Trayers Athy

Patricia Austin

Maureen Babb

Barbara & Michael Ball

Julia Barrow

Chris Barton

Kay & John Bassett

Diane L. LeClair

Lisa & Rod Beittel

Berni Birch

Elizabeth Blodgett

Claire & David Blood-Deschamps

David Bu�o

Scott Casper

Jerry & Cay Castonguay

Liz & Mike Cavanaugh

Inna Chernyakova & Vsevolod Semenov

Constance Clark

Donna Crocker

Frederick G. Crocker, Jr.

Elizabeth Dann & Joe Quinn

Mr. & Mrs. Phillips S. Davis

Glenn Demallie

Chrysanthe Demetry

Virginia Deranian

Phyllis C. Edinburg

Nadezda Erastova

Ariana Falk

Barbara & Edward Flanagan

Simone & Jose Flores-Cartillo

Ann L. Flynn

Susan & Carl Foley

Joseph Gallagher

Aldo Garcia Guevara

Melina Garland

Dr. Janet Ginkus Allen

Ann Lisi & Joel P. Greene

Nancy & David Hagberg

Dr. Marie Harrington

Lena Hikawa

Chris & Lou Anna Hinckley

Diane & Brian Hobbs

Sally L. Hodgerney

Sally & Edward Holden

Dianne E. Horgan

Matthew Horsfield

Xuemei Jiang

Evelyn Love & Bruce Karlin

Maya Katz

Rayna Keenan

Robert Kleinberg

Hank Kozlowski

John Kraska

Paul & Susan Laflamme

Rebecca A. Lee

Paula Lefever

Angela Lewandowski

Adrienne Linnell

Heaton-Lonstein Family Fund

Fran Lubin

Thomas Lucci & Marlene DeLeon

Ruth Lull

Lincoln MacDonald

Minh & Robert Mailloux

Kathleen & William Major

Elizabeth & Douglas Martin

Mr. & Mrs. David & Janet Mayotte

Jeanne McCann

Susanna Meyer

Jim Michelson

Pamela Mindell

Michelle Mondoux & Nate Hafer

Thi Nguyen

Nancy Nicholson

Susan Navarre & Timothy Olevsky

Susan & Fritz Onion

Brigitte & Donald Paine

Sharon J. Nist & Kurt K. Parliment

R. Norman Peters, Esquire

Catherine Phillips & Stephen Erban

Mary Piecewicz

Marsha Platt

Brian Podesta

Ms. Mary Porter

Susan Quinn

Nancy & Bob Rainville

Ann-Cathrine Rapp

Jonathan Rappaport

Yilmaz & Mina Rona

Elana Rosenbaum & David Levitin

David Rosenfield

Phyllis Roys

Rick & Jane Rudman

Rosalyn Salzman

John & Ellen Santimaw

Deborah Sedares

Nancy Sedor

Brian Seney

George Sermuksnis

Robert Seymour

Candace & Neel Smith

Sally Spooner

Theodore J St Antoine

Emily Starr

Dotty & Jerry Starr

Joel Stein

Ann Stewart

James F. Sullivan

Sulski Family

Kate Tower- Ludwig

Jo & Huck Truesdell

Dolly Vazquez

Brenda Verduin Dean & Herbert Dean

Susan R. Vogel

Karmen Bogdesic & Dinko Vujic

Erika Wade

Karen-Louise Walker, ThD

Mary & Phillip Warbasse

Mrs. & Dr. Douglas Weeks

James A. Welu

Patricia Wendler & Winifred Nazarko

Kathy & Peter Wilcox

Shirley & Peter Williams

Mr and Mrs Ian Wood

Worcester Institute for Senior Education

Johanna & Alan Yo¡e

Mrs. Charles M. Zettek

Gifts of $50+
Anonymous (8)

Colleen & Jim Abrams

Jean & Barry Alman

Janet Barlow

David & Jeannie Brooks

David C. Brown

CONTRIBUTORS & SUPPORTERS (CONTINUED)
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DEDICATED GIFTS

Mary Cipro

Jonathan Cogswell

Carol and Alex Collier

Kathleen Comer

Andrew & Susan Zimmerman

Christine Delolio

Jane Dewey

Juliet Feibel

Michael Ferrucci

Terry Field

Marjorie Fisher

Valerie Fisk

Don Frabotta

Babette & Daniel Gehnrich

James Geshwiler

Douglas Gould

Patti & Harvey Gould

Patrick Greene

Courtney Grimes

Wendy & William Groot

Kenneth Haduch

Stephen Hard

Honee A. Hess & Philip R. Magnusson

Christie Higginbottom

Julianne & Michael Hirsh

Susan & Charles Hollis

Duane & Rosemarie Jenness

Pippa Jollie

Josette & Lawrence Kaplan

Kathleen & James Kasdorf

Alina Khaspekov & Regina Lubomirsky

Nancy E. Kimball

Lindsey Klecan

Ken LaJoie

Susan Lanser

Dick Liberty

Alexandra Martin

Andrew McIntosh

Ralph Metcalf

John K. Metzger

Diane & Douglas Meystre

Kelsey & Laura Miller

Paula Miner & Kenneth Mills

Patrice Moskow

Ralph Nichols

Sarah Pilkenton & Luis Smith

Rashida Garcia-Dancey & Geo�rey 

Dancey Family Fund

Sheila & Donald Reid

Frederic Ripley

Shelley Rodman

Mark Schlesinger

Sue Sciara�a & Thomas Horn

Deborah Sedgwick

Ruth & Bill Shelley

Richard & Madeline Silva

Elizabeth Sproul

Dr. Jay Stiller

Xiaowu Sun

Ulrich Thomann

Maren & Michael Toohill

David Turcotte

Andrei Ursache

Jessica Vandervoort

Jane & Stuart Weisman

CONTRIBUTORS & SUPPORTERS (CONTINUED)

In honor of Jim Demetry & Sue Sta�ord

Chrysanthe Demetry

In honor of the late Hildegard Armstrong

Bob Armstrong

In honor of Chris Shepard

Fan Chen

In honor of Jack Eisenthal

Anonymous

In honor of Jennifer Sgroe

Sarah Strehle

In honor of Lisa Utzig

Emily Matz

Teide Riley-McNary

In honor of Margery Miller

Emilie Miller Braxten

In honor of Sue & Les Blatt

Anonymous

In honor of Virginia & Alden Vaughan

Lois & Serena Brynes

In memory of Alden T. Vaughan

Je�rey Vaughan

In memory of Becky & Tom Lowe

Gretchen & Bob Kossack

In memory of Dr. Dario Salmoirago

Elena & Stephen Blotcher

In memory of Dusty Miller

Elizabeth H. Minott

In memory of Gerry Mack

Deborah Hill

Nancy Mack

In memory of Helen E. Mason

Mollie O’Connell

In memory of Kat & Jay Merrill

Jake Marcus

In memory of Mark Teplitsky

Ottilie & Je�rey Levine

In memory of Stasia B. Hovenesian

Jo-Anne Cronin

In memory of Tim Boddy

Elizabeth Fox

In memory of Brian S. Story

Anonymous – 4

Daniel & Ellie Boutwell

Joseph Bridgeford

Frances Brown

Canandaigua City School District Music 

Teachers

Patricia & Raymond P. Cli�ord

Jessica Collins

Joan D’Agostino

Donna Gibbons & Mark Peterson

Ruth Hiller

Barbara & Tom Hollister

Thomas Jones

Kathleen & James Kasdorf

Laura & Raymond Kemler

Kelsey Kilgore

Lin Kilgore

Laurie Kroon

Meredith MacNeill

Dawn McCabe & Massood Abolfazli

Kathleen & John Merrill

Shelley Mitchell

Bernadette M. & Brian K. Nelson

Kaitlin O’Donnell

Arthur J. Pelletier

Kenneth Prince

Christine Reilly

Judith Sborlini

Matthew Story

Susan Story

John & Becky Stranges

Janet & Timothy Van Sant

Steven & Nancy Williams

For information about making a 

gift, please contact Adrien Finlay:  

adrien@musicworcester.org or  

508-247-1657.
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A LOOK BACK AT FALL 2025
GREAT PERFORMANCES

Orchestre National de France

American Patchwork Quartet Simone Dinnerstein and Alexis Gerlach

The Worcester Chorus, MessiahWorcester Chorus Women’s Ensemble

Chris Shepard

Kyung-Wha Chung

Photo credits

Juho Sin: Kyung-Wha Chung

Troy B. Thompson: American Patchwork Quartet

Cole Parks: Simone Dinnerstein; 

Worcester Chorus Women’s Ensemble

Matt Wright: Orchestre National de France

Kate Brandt: The Worcester Chorus

The first half of Music Worcester’s 2025–2026 Season 

played to enthusiastic turnout in venues around the city, 

including Mechanics Hall, Trinity Lutheran Church and 

the Prior Performing Arts Center.
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2026–2027 SEASON SNEAK PEEK
The full season announcement is coming in early May, but in the 

meantime, get excited for these thrilling nights of music! Subscriptions 

will be available in May and single concert tickets, in June.

OPENING NIGHT

We'll kick o� the fall season with the return of The Knights, featuring 

legendary pianist Emmanuel Ax in what will be the biggest opening 

night we've had in several years.

ARTIST-IN-RESIDENCE CONCERTS

As Artist-in-Residence, Dr. Everett McCorvey will present several public 

concerts including a night of Ellington & Gershwin with selections from 

Porgy & Bess and Rhapsody in Blue.

THE COMPLETE BACH

In addition to the return of some favorite artists during BACHtoberfest 

and Bach's Birthday Bash weekends, Year 3 of THE COMPLETE BACH 

will include the St. Matthew Passion on the 300th anniversary of its 

debut. This special performance will feature The Worcester Chorus and 

an international guest conductor.

Subscribers save up to 40%, get first choice of seats, and other benefits including free, easy exchanges.  

Subscription packages start at just three events with options to choose your events now or later. 

with Emmanuel Ax

Music Worcester events grace the stages of eight di�erent venues in the 2025–2026 

Season. We're excited to activate a variety of spaces throughout the region each year.

First UnitarianFirst Baptist Hanover Theatre JMAC

Mechanics Hall The Prior Trinity Lutheran Tuckerman Hall
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VENUES
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184 Main Street • Worcester, MA

508-793-0956

Alphagraphics.com

Supporting the printing needs
of the Worcester Community

for over 15 years
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